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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Creation Sunday 

11 September 2011 

Preacher 

The Right Reverend George Browning 

Visiting presider and preacher 
Readings:   Joel 2.21-24, 26-27;  Psalm 104;  Romans 8.18-25;  Luke 18.18-25 

 
Shalom of God 

 
Bishop George began by engaging the mind of the congregation, on the 10th anniversary of September 
11, through a conversation with Matthew, a member of our Sunday School.  Matthew had just 
celebrated his 12th birthday and had brought to Church a multi coloured flexible toy that looked a little 
like a globe.  Bishop George spoke of ‘9/11’ as the most chaotic and destructive event in recent history, 
catapulting the globe into reactionary responses that have caused serious disharmony and fear. 
 
Using Matthew’s toy as a tool, he pointed out that God has made the world to be in harmony and that 
the vocation of human beings is to seek out the natural harmony of the created order and embrace that 
harmony in personal and public life. As an example of natural harmony he drew attention to the Prince 
of Wales’ recent book Harmony in which the Prince draws attention to examples of harmony on the 
natural order, like the Fibonacci sequence of numbers, a pattern replicated in plant life and in music 
which we discern to be beautiful.   
 
The primary focus of the Bishop’s sermon was the balance needed between theology and proclamation 
that is redemption based, and theology and proclamation that is creation based. He reminded the 
congregation that these are the two primary biblical notions of God’s engagement with human and 
nonhuman creation alike and both are required that we might enter the abundant life that God has 
promised in Jesus. The Bishop pointed out that most sermons are redemption based and that creation 
Sunday was an important opportunity to restore a biblical balance. He drew our attention to creation’s 
truth that all things (including all people) are related to each other and contribute to the well being of the 
whole. As illustration he quoted Professor Lorenz’s metaphor, ‘When a butterfly flaps its wings in South 
America, the weather patterns of Europe are changed’.  He drew our attention to the reality that 
redemption theology that is not informed by creation theology tends to an over emphasis upon the 
individual life and salvation apart from that individual’s relationship with God, Creation and the whole 
of life.  He noted that historically humans have understood themselves to be part of creation, but in 
recent times, especially since the Reformation, Enlightenment and dawn of the Industrial Revolution, 
humans, at least in the western world, have understood themselves to be apart from creation. 
 
Speaking to the story of the rich man in Luke 18:8-24, the Bishop pointed out that the rich man’s 
problem was not his riches, but the false security he drew from the riches that he could live 
independently of others. He drew the congregation’s attention to a story in the weekend SMH that there 
are apparently 2000 Australians whose income is over $1m annually who make no charitable donations.  
The Bishop noted that a significant number of the congregation shared his age profile - retired. He 
pointed out that the present crisis being experienced by creation was in large part caused by human 
activity, but that those whose life style choices were accelerating the crisis would not be the ones paying 
the debt.  Debts always need to be paid, but this very substantial debt would be met by our 
grandchildren. The application of the Gospel story to us all is obvious. 
 
The Bishop concluded his address by emphasising that the Christian faith is a Gospel of Hope. 
Responding to creation’s crisis should not have about it the language of cost but of gain, a grasping of 
the shalom of God, the harmony that is God’s intention for all that he has made, not least the abundant 
life that is promised to all those who are followers of Jesus. 

_____________________________ 


